And ſome 


j 


and ds 


& * 


» , 7 . 


4 


% 


, 2 
- 
* * 
* 4 DS. * 
8 a 5 — 20 * 
% . 
4 N * bs 
* 
L - 
— —ä——ä — —ñ—ͤ— — n * / : 
* Þ 8 Lon —— — 
5 4 
* + k 
* 
8 0 2 
* N . 
* * 
| * 1 4 
ak 4 
* 
4 
* 4 1 A 
4 * 
A , 7 a 48 — us % 
1 2 1 11 4 « 2 
2 OI * — 1 4 1 1 2 7 
L * * — 
* . * . 
: : N 
* 7 * x — 
* > * * 5 
. * PT . * 
” „ ; 
n g ; * i, 
- 3 
. * * 5 . % . 
8 c * 
3 o 
-t . 
* 
ws : 1 
— 
- 
* I : 
* > + * * * 
* 7 4 . * 
0 . * * F 
* N — 6 
wy 
by 2 
[ * 
1 
* 
. 1 A 
% 
3 „ 
* 
* » 
% 
OW F . 4 
y ' » ; . R 
ty, 1 Eg « 2 
* < a? o 
* pd % * " * 
5 . 
1 - . 4 . ” 
' ; - k : 
8 4 * 
=O IO y 1 k * — , 
* — 
* x * 
* 
* 
+ 
, - 
. ” 
bs xz 
7 * 2 
Il If Ee 7 
| , an ai 
3 " by”: | 
> ; . g 
; * 5 
ö near r ' h 
s I 
O i * " * „ 
4 Y + 6 0 % * 
Þ » : q ? ** 5 . 
3 . 4 - N oy X * 2 — 
. : 9 


? 


Price Sixpence. 


- 
1 


Nation can never be reduced 
to a worſe Circumſtance, than fy | $1 
J to be afraid to do berſelf —_ ..-_ 
ſtice, either this is our pre- ; _ 
ſent Caſe, or we may be ſaid not. 0 i 
well to underſtand our Caſe; and in ei- e 
ther of the two, it ſeems to be very . 
much our Concern, that we ſhould 9 
| come to a right judgment of things. 85 
Il am not ignorant of the violent Spi- 3 
| rit that reigns at this Time, in the re- 9 
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ſpective Parties among us; how ill they 
reliſt any kind of Truth, which claſhes 
either with their true or ſuppoſed/ inte 
1155 and that upon this Score, Authors 
muſt expect no fait Quarter among the 
Pires ichſekver thiy happen to of- 


fend: But be that as it will, here I ſhall 


endeavour to do Juſtice to my Coun- 
try, and examine a little without Doors, 


as others have done within, The State 
af the Nation; as little as poſſible: giv- 


ing Offence to any Party. 
The great Queſtion now in Debate 


among us is, The Pretender: This agi- 
tates the Minds of Men, as a Sto m 
does the Sea, rolling -them this Way 
or that Way, and daſhing them againſt 


one another like the Waves, as their 
Judgment or Parties guide them. 


Some will have it, That we are the 


happieſt, ſafeſt People in the World, 


perfectly ſecure ſrom all Danger, either of 


the Pretender, or of any other Invader; 
that we have nothing to do bur to fir 


down under our Vines and Figtrees ; be 
_ eaſy, thankful, and happy; turn our 
Hands to Cultivation of Arts, Science, 


and all kinds of Improvement; Launch 
out into Trade; grow rich and proſpe- 
1 „ _. rous; 
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that happy Condition which Providence 
has brought us to, for want of know- 
ing it, and for want of ſeeing before 


C30 


rous; live in peace with all the World, | 
„ and with one another. | 


If tbis were ſo, it is goat Ny but 


ind were made ſenſible of it, and that 


we ſhould not loſe the Advantage of 


us far 'enough to prevent our 


amuſed with needleſs Fears and Appre- 


henſions 


But there . . allo among us, 


who are quite of another Opinion; who 


tell us, We are betray d, ſold to a cer- 


tain, entailed Bondage, and that worſt 
kind of Bondage in the World, (viz.) 
Popiſh. Slavery: That the Government 
we are under, have given us up; that 


the M-------- are engaged with the Pre- 


tender; that we are in a ſinking Con- 


dition; that if the Queen ſhould die, 


nay, even whether that happen or no, 
the Hanover Succeſſion, which is our 
great Dependence, is undermin'd; and 


' Meaſures taken to impoſe the Prerender 


upon us, in ſpight of Laws, Acts of- 
Parliaments, ſolemn Oaths and Abjura- 
tions, and in Defiance of the general 


| lnclinaton of the "ops and ſuch like. 


Theſe 


_ ... Fheſe Things are puſſi d on by the 
reſpective Parties, with ſo much Aſſu- 
rance, in ſuch poſitive Terms, and with 
ſuch unſeaſonable Warmth; that I think 

it would be loſt Labour to engage be- 
tween them. Perhaps I may in ſome 
Part of the Diſputes differ from both 
Sides, and at leaſt may think, that both 
Parties carry the Quarrel on too far, 
alledge too much, and go a Length 1 
2 follow them in. But that is not 
My Diſpute is not with them, am 
endeavouring in theſe Sheets to clear 
the way to Engliſh, or as it is now, 
Britiſh Liberty, and to ſhew our Peo- 
ple what Right they have, and by what 
Method to enquire into the Truth of 
all theſe things, bring Matters of Fact 
to light, and the Authors of every evil 
thing to Juſtice, however great they 
may be, or whatever Protection they 
may take Shelter under. 5 
On the other Hand, ro. =_ me 
;/þ Liberty may be claimed, to 
— defend — Perſons from 
Slander. and unjuſt Reproach, which 
the great Men now fo much e 


* | fon on both ſides. 


of, and palin with too wuch ae. 


In order to this, 1 ll not 0 mand 
enquire, Whether the Nation is in a fafe, 
or a tettering Condition; whether the 
Succeſſion of Hauover be ſufficiently 
ſecured, or. is in Danger, under Her 
Majeſty's Adminiſtration, Ac. as I ſhall 
enquire what js the proper Courſe we 
are to take, as Subjects, as Briteins, 
and as Proteſtants, wbichioever of thoſe 
States appears upon -Eequiry to be our 


"SUPPOSE, for Exanple, T Thar ir 

ould. appear, upon Examina 
the Proteſtant Hausver Suoceſtpu is re- 
ally usſaſe from the -of 
evil Men, whether at home or abroad, 
in Power or out of Power, is not the 
Queſtion with me; for I paint at no 
Perſons, nor take no Notice of the 
Words, the Queens Adminiſtration, 
which I think are ill brought. into the 
Debate 3 and of Ae ſhall ſpeak 
more largely, before I enter into "the 
umants-that follow. 
ut SUPPOSE, 1m, That the 
Hanover Suecellion is in Danger, / bope 
it is not; nor am | giving my Judgs 
EP ment 
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ment whether it is or no, i the leaſt ; 
bur for Argument ſake,” 1 I'may * * 


POSE it without granting it⸗ 
The Right Which the People” of 


ſearch into, proſecute; and puniſh. the 
Perfons, whoever they are, that- ſhall 


be found guilty of bringing, us into 


this Dunger, ſeems to be the preſent 
Queſtion; and a Queſtion. it is which, 
at this Time, Wants more than ever to 
be cleared up, as it would be the beſt, 
and perhaps the only Step that we can 
take; to bringe all our preſent Piſtractions 
to u ſhort Iſſue; for all out Complaints 
and Unolſimeſſes Would end in le 
Proſecutions; if we had Juſtice, 

ſhould have no room left for W Wipers 
and Scandal; if Juſtice was againſt us, 


then thoſe Men we ſuſpect, would be 


eleared and delivered hom: our Suſpi- 


cions, and the Uneaſineſſes on both 


Sides would die and wear off. 

Me have certainly ſome better Me⸗ 
* to redreſs our Grievances, and de- 
liver the Nation from the Dangers 


which we ſee impending; then- merely 


| bewailing them to one another, and 


crying out againſt thoſe we think * 
; | tne 


Greer Britain have, or have not, ro 
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* | | Cod) ey” 
che Cauſes of them; if we laue not / 
ve are the moſt miſerable Nation in 
the World! Wherefore then is it that 
J we ſtand till! Either theſe Dangers. 


” . — © 


are real, or they are imaginary ; either 
theſe Men are guilty,. or they are in- 
nocent; why ſtand we thus gazing at 
one another? r 


If theſe Dangers are imaginary only, 
and theſe Men innocent, why do we 
not detect the People, whoever they are, 
who have thus amuſed and diſtracted 
the Nation with needleſs Fears and un- 
ſubſiſting viſionary Dangers, and bring 
them to Juſtice, as common Diſturbers 
of the publick Peace? Why do we 
not reſent the Slanders they have faiſed 
upon Perſons, and even upon the whole 
Nation, and do Juſtice to thoſe who 
they have injured, whoſe Characters, if 
innocent, demand juſtice from us, and 
{4 ought to be vindicated by us? for 
} Right and Juſtice is due to all Men in- 
differently. TY 


On the contrary, if theſe Dangers 

are real, and the Perſons complained of EL 

are guilty, why do we not do the Nas * 
| | B tion ö 
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tion Juſtice, and bring them all to an- 

ſwer for it to the Law? why ſhould we 

ſuppoſe they are skreened under any 


know that the Queen does all things by 


her Miniſtry, and they are accountable 
to the Laws for all Male-Adminiſtration, 
even tho it were by her Majeſty's. 


Command, and may lawfully be im- 


peached; if any thing can be fairly laid 
to their Charge: It there is no Que- 
ſtion about their Guilt, what Queſti- 
on can there be why they ſhould not be 
brought to - Puniſhment ? If we do 
not endtav our to bring them to Juſtice, 
why do we complain fo much of their 


Guile ? not impea 


ching them, gives the 


Name of Slander to all we ſay of them; 
for unleſs a Crime be proved, it is no 


Crime in the Eye of the Law, and eve- 


| ry Man is a juſt Man till he is legally 


convicted of being otherwiſe. 


This brings me to ſpeak of what 

ſome People make uſe of as an Ex- 
cuſe for their not offering to impeach 
openly the Men they ſo openly accuſe, 
© (and which 1 mentioned above) | that 
e OT”. 3 wi © 


Defences? why is their Adminiſtration- 
called he Queen's Auminiſtration? We 


n e 


5 () 
is, that they are aw'd by the annexing 
the Words, the Queen's Adminiſtration, 
to the Queſtion, { viz.) Whether the 


] Proteſtant Succeſſion is in Danger under 


the Queen's Adminiſtration? This they 
ſay is a Prejudice to the Debate, and a 


* Skreen under which the People point- 
ed at are ſheltred from the Proſecu- 
tions which would otherwiſe be brought 
4 againſt them; ſuppoſing, as I imagine, 
that ſome People being tender of the 
Reputation of the Queen, or of offer- 
ing any thing that may look unkind 
or undutiful to her Majeſty, were thete- 
fore backward to paſs their Cenſute in 
ſuch a Queſtion, and ſo worded; who, 
ik rhe ſingle Queſtion had been propo- 
ſed to them, whether the Proteſtant 
Sueceſſion «as in Dinger or no, would 
reely have given their Opinions. 


{ Ir ſeems not ſo much to be the im- 
mediate Debate, whether the Danger be 


under the Queen's Adminiſtration, till 


the previous Queſtion be determined, 


Whether there is a real Danger of the 
Succeſſion or not ; the which being once 


teſolved in the affirmative, it would 
dave been a natural 


Conſequence to 
9 1... en- 
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thought in ſome Meaſure to cover that 


CONCEAL the Danger from their 


on the contrary, it ſeems to encreaſe 


| 18 ) 
enquire whence, or by. whow, from what 
3 Perſons that Danger pro- 
cœeds. | | | 


If any are of Opinion, that adding 
the Words, the Queen's Adminiſtration, 
was neceſſary to influence thoſe: who 
are to give their Judgment in the Point, 
they injure her Majeſty's Reputation by 
that Opinion more than perhaps they are 
aware of ; for, if the Succeſſion be really 
in danger, albeit the adding the Words, 
the Queens Adminiſtration, may be 
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Danger from the Reſentment of the 
People, and ſtop the farther Enquiry : 
into it, yet it cannot be ſuppoſed to 


Knowledge, or cure their Apprehenfions 74 


thoſe Apprehenſions, by ſuggeſting to 
the People that there are real Dangers, 
and Dangers that are very threatning; 
but they cannot be enquired into, be- 
cauſe the Queens Adminiſtration cover 
them; and no Man can have ſo little 
Duty and Reſpect to the Queen, as to 
ſuggeſt that her Majeſty's Adminiſtra-? 
tion is the Cauſe of thoſe Dangers. 


Wenn g 37 
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lf this were the Caſe, it appears to 
me as if it were a greater Satyr upon 
her Majefty's Adminiſtration, that the 
Dangers of the Succeſſion muſt not be 
- enquired into, becauſe of that Admi- 
niſtration, than it would be, that the 
Adminiſtration ſhould be enquired into, 
becauſe of the Danger of the Succeſſi- 
on. . 


Thoſe people therefore very much 
fail in their Duty and Reſpect to the 
Queen their Sovereign, who ſuggeſt or 
pretend, that a due Enquiry may not 
be made into our Dangers, becauſe we 
muſt not examine into, or ſuſpect or 
expoſe the Queens Adminiſtration, and 
indeed it is the ſevereſt Way of ex- 
amining into, and expoſing the Queen's 
Adminiſtration that can be: The Ad- 
miniſtration of the Queen, and of eve 
Sovereign, 1s intended, by the Nature 
of the thing, for the Safety of the Go- 
vernment, and of the Nation ſo go- 
verned; and I dare ſay, no Prince that 
ever ſat on the Britiſh Throne, ever more 
ſincerely deſigned to have their Govern- 
ment and Adminiſtration directed for 


the 
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the Good and Safety of their People, 
then Her preſent Majeſty: To ſuggeſt 
then, that there is à real Danger 
to the whole Nation, even no leſs a 
Danger than that of the future Settle- 
ment of the Crown in a Proteſtant 
Line, upon which depends the Safety, 
Henour, Liberty, Religion, and Profpe- 
rity of -the Nation, both in our Time, 
and that of our Poſterity.; and that 
we cannot enquire into the Circum- 
ſtances of this Danger, becauſe we 
cannot in Duty to her Majeſty que- 
ſtion her Adminiſtration. This is to 
charge directly all the Conſequences 
of that Danger, if not the Danger it 
. ſelf, directly upon her Majeſty's Admi- 
#i/tration, which no good Subject can 
entertain a Thought of without ſome 
Horror. . 


Nor is this a leſs Injury to the Mi- 
niſters of State, thoſe great Perſons to 
whom her Majeſty has thought fit to 
entruſt the Adminiſtration of her Af- 
fairs ; for if this Addition of the Words, 
the Queen's Adminiſtration, ſhould be 
ſuggeſted to be made uſe of as a Skreen 
to cover them from the Impeachments 

; which 
0 


7 which the People may think them 
3 liable to for the Mali-Execution of 
their Office, or ill doing their Duty; 
This is a tacit pleading guilty in their 
Names without their Leave, and ac- 
knowledges in their” behalf, that the 
Danper a pprehended is real, and that 
altho it may be ſaid to be under ber 
Majeſty 's Adminiſtration, yet that it is 
really FROM ' rhieir Adminiſtration, 
and "han they make uſe of the Shelter 
of the Queen's Perſon to skreen them 
from any legal Enquiry. - | 


This 1 think, with great Subliifiok 
to the evtrirtion Opinion, is the! great- 
eſt Ichury that cah de done to the Mi- 
niſtry, and is expoſing them to the 
ſevereſt Oenſure; if you will firſt prove 
that they fly to a Shelter to cover 
them ftom. the Complaint of the Peo- 
ple, and the Enquities which may, in 
legal and regular manner, be made 
inte their Adrainiiration, any one 
3 will conclude thoſe Complaints are juſt, 
that there is Cauſe for the Enquiry, 
and that their Guilt only obliges them 
to ſeek a Protection, which no inno- 
cent Man would make uſe of, and 
; which, 
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which, 1 dare ſay; however any one 
elſe may deſign for them, they have 
more Wiſdom than ever to think of 


— 


for themſelves. 


Theſe Conſiderations, and others of 

like Nature, move me to think, that 
we are all wrong in our Enquiry, and 
in talking of the Proteſtant Succeſſion 
being in Danger under her Majeſty's Ad. 
miniſtration. That the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion is in ſome Danger, I believe 
many fear, and no doubt but they 


think that they have very good 


Grounds for thoſe Fears: The natural 
Conſequence then of theſe things ſeem 


to iſſue here, (vix.) either that we 


ſhould enquire firſt upon the previous 


| Queſtion, Whether the Proteſtant Succeſ- 


fron be really in Danger or no? or, that 
granting the previous Queſtion, That 
it is in Danger, we ſhould ſteadily pur- 
ſue our ſaid Enquiry into the ſubſequent 


Queſtion, (vz.) MWhence that Paneer 


o the 
Perſons, what the Conduct, and whoſe 
Adminiſtration this Danger ariſes from, 


proceeds, what are the Cauſes, w 


and then Whar is to be done with 
| them? a bo 77 ; \. 4 | 


5 * 


if 


* 


it it appears that our 05 are ima- 
ginary, our. Dangers either none. at all; 
or ſuch and ſo remote, as that we have 


no Reaſon either to be uneaſie, or to 


make others ſo; as wiſe Men hope we 
may, we ſhall find a great deal of room 
to blame the Warmth with which 
theſe things have been purſued, and 
perhaps come in to believe, as ſome 


would have ll along perſwaded us, 


that there is leſs of Zeal for our Coun- 
try, than of private Views in the Mea- 
ſures ſome Men have taken to alarm 
us, and fill us with Arnhbenſteas 


But, on 1 contrary, if it appears 
that theſe Dangers are preſſing; that 
Hannibal is at our Gates; that there 
is a powerful Party at home, who are 
ready to take Arms in favour of a 
Popiſh Impoſtor ; that this Pop iſh Im- 
poſtor is ſorming Alliances FM 
and is ſecretly ſupported from the 
French Court ; or otherwiſe, that he is 
raiſing Forces under Hand; and that he 
is formidable either in hirnſelf, or in 
the, Proſpects which he has of being 
inonger. and that we have Reaſon, juſt 

C | Rea- 


( 18 ) 
Reaſon, great Reaſon to fear his Suc- 
ceſs, and to apprehend the Conſequences 


45 fatal and dangerous to the Prote- 


— Succeſſion 1 in the Houſe of Han- 
; if, Tifay, theſe things are fo, 

wy kürt what many People have. ſup- 
geſted ſhoold allo appear to be true, 
e that theſe Dangers are not only 
88 as alter the Demiſe of the pre- 
ſent Queen, hut even immediate and 
impending, then I think, and | believe 
no body will doubt but that a farther 


"Enquiry is neceſſary into the Cauſes 


and Perſons; to which, and upon whom 
we may ſee juſt Ground to charge 


| thoſe Dangers, and this without one 


way or other- concerning her Majeſty's 
Adminiſtration in the Queſtion ; and 
tho”'T am not fo flegmatick in the 
Queſtion of the real Danger of the 
Pretender as ſome are, and perhaps 
have different Notions of the funda- 
mental Security of the eſtabliſh'd Suc- 
ceſſion, believing it to be a Threefold 


d Cord, which is not fo eaſily broken as 


ſome People imapine ; yet neither am [ 
ſo ſanguine as ſome others are, who 
deſpiſe all Notions: of Danger to the 
Succeſſion and that ſo much as even to 
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7 elves, or any one elſe, a 


9 render their Zeal for the ſaid Prote- 


ſtant Suoceſſion to be juſcliy ſuſpected, 
who think the thing not wortheonge 
putting the Queſtion, Pen to them. 

bout or ſo muct 
as to, enquire; whether it be in. Danger 
or no; | ſay, as I cannot go this length, 
ſa I think there are divers very good 
Reaſons why this previous Queſtion 
ſhould be etred upon, (viz.) Whether 
the Proteſtaut Succeſſion is really in Dau- 
ger or no; and allo the ſubſequent Que- 
ſtion, which, in its kind, is. equally ſig- 
nificant to us, ( viz.) What are the 
Cauſes of this Danger? ES he 
Vet let the Reader take Notice here, 
that it is not the preſent Buſineſs or 
Deſign of this Diſcourſe to decide the 
Queſtions themſclues, but to give the 
Reaſons why the. Nation ought to make 
the Enquiry in a methodical, legal man- 
ner, and to {tate the Queſtions, ſo, as we 
may neither be impoſed upon to em 
quire into what we have no Occaſion 
to meddle with, or .omit to meddle 


% 


with What we ought to enquire into. 
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This IR to have more e Weight in 
* than moſt People perhaps may ima- 
Bo for after all the Heat we fee praQti- 
ed among us, it is no Injuſtice or Ar- 
rogance to lay, that neither Side go on 
right; neither THE ONE in puſhing 
their Search into theſe matters more as 9 
Perſons than as things, whereby they / 
give their Enemies occaſion to charge 
them, as they do very arrogantly, al- 
fo with carrying on their private Inte- 
reſt, and not the Juſt Concern of their 
Country, and wich aiming to get- into, 
rather than to reform the Manage- 
ment of Affairs. Ner the other, in 
which they really caſt a Scandal upon 
the Miniſtry at the ſame time that they 
defend them, in ſtudiouſſy avoiding the 
Queſtion, as if they would ſuppoſe the 
Perſons concerned in the Adminiſtrati· 
on were afraid of the - Enquiry, and 
apprehenſive lealt the Danger of the 
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. Prroteſtant Succeſſion ſhould not only 
appear real, and that the Fears of the 
People ſhould appear well grounded ; But 
thit thoſe Dangers ſhould- alſo be found | 
EY ji to ariſe from their Male- Adminiſtration, 
14 and that they are jultlyt to be charged 


with 


33 (ur) wy 
with being the Cauſes of it ; that they 
ht in ſhould be found to have weakened, our 
Security, hazarded the Peace and Safe- 
racti- ty of their Country, and: to have en- 
couraged the Friends, ſtrengthened the 
on Party, and raiſed the Hopes of the Pre- 
hing tender, and made him ſo juſtly appear 
e as formidable to the People of this Nati- 
hey on: It: is not only à manifeſt Injury 
and Injuſtice to the Miniſters of State, 
to ſuggeſt theſe things of them with- 
te- out Proof, but it is alſo an irreparable 
eir } Blow to their Character and Reputa- 
to, tion, and what I do not fee they have 
ge- given juſt Occaſion for; to ſuggeſt 
in that they themſelves ſhould ſhun the 
on Enquiry,'/and endeavour either to put 
ey oft the People from ſearching into it, 
Ie or that they ſhould: skreen themſelves 
e under the Perſon of the Queen, tranſ- 
> 7 poſing the Queſtion from their own 
Management to that of the Queen's 
Adminiſtration in general, and fo avoid 
the Examination politically, for fear of 
the Gonequen er.. | 


2 ee 2 
n 
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lf the Miniſtry are innocent, as I 
think my ſelf bound in Charity to be- 
lieve, and that they are not in the In- 
1 tereſt 


| RT + EL, 
tereſt of the; Pretender, to ſaggeſt other 
 wiſe,; would be to give up nber Senſes a: 
wel as their Integrity. If I ſay they are 
innocent, no Man can do them a great- 
er piece of Injuſtice, than to decline 
the bringing their Adminiſtration to the 
Teſt, that they may be ckar d beſore 
the whole World. Nor can any Man 
raiſe a greater Slander upon them, than 
to ſay or ſuggeſt, that they are afraid of 
having that Adminiſtration duly enquir d 
into and examin d. It is a Misfortune 
to an honeſt Man to be ſuſpected, but it 
is a greater not to be able to obtain a 
juſt Hearing; and therefore it has for- 
merly been eomplain d of, that Men have 
been Impeached in Parliament without 
having Articles exhibited in Form, that 
the Cauſe might be brought to a Trial; 
nax, we have ſeen Men forwarding their 
own Proſecutions, petitioning for Trials, 
moving the Houſe of Peers to bring 
them to Trial, whether Articles were 
exhibited or no, as was the Caſe of the 
Five Lords impeach'd in the Time of 
the late Miniſtry. Thus honeſt Men, 
when their Reputation has been aſſault- 
ed, have always deſired to have their 
Conduct: put upon the ſtricteſt Exami- 
Tow - ꝙ— © 


1 FO 
N 


1 7he 
7 added to the Queſtion, about the Dan- 
ger of the Sueceſſion, in order to pre- 
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F nation, that their Inte 1. may be ju⸗ 
ſtiſied to all the Wor 

doubt but that the preſent Miniſtry are 
7 ready to ſtand the Teſt of their Con- 
1 duct, and to join Iſſue with thoſe WhO 
are moſt . ing to enquire. into et 


and I cannot 


Adminiſtration. 


1 muſt chendes crave bn to hes | 
pole, that the: Miniſters of State now: 
employ'd could not be guilty of ſo weak 
a Step as to deſire the aforeſaid Words, 
Queen's Adminiſtration, ſhould. be 


vent any Enquiry into their Manage- 


ment: But that, on the contrary, they 


are, as honeſt Men ought to be; ready to 
expoſe their Adminiſtration to the 
ſtricteſt Enquiry of all thoſe who have 
a "EM to enquire into it. 


4 Wight enlarge here upon the Words, 


7 he Queen s Adminiſtration, and examine 


what is to be underſtood by that Ex- 
preſſion; hence it would be neceſſary 

to enquire. whether by Ihe Queens ad. 
miniſtration is not to be underſtood the 
Conduct of Her Majeſty's Miniſtry. 


1 
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cannot willing 


4 
| Juſtice in an 
we hope ſtill 
So that as it is e 


underſtood by 


thing to make Her | 


ſtration, 


We are very ſure the Queen Herſe 


quiring 
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C 
e quiring into the Queen's Adminiſtra- 
tion. 8 | 


FF Having thus far cleared the Way to 
the Queſtion it (elf, I cannot ſee why a» + 
ny one ſhould be backward in a legal, 
2 dutiful, and reſpectful Manner, to en- 

'F quire into the Conduct of the greateſt 
# publick Miniſters, when they think their 
Country in Danger; and IJ cannot but 
think, that whoever promotes ſuch an 
Enquiry, does the preſent Miniſtry the 
moſt faithful Service poſſible, if they 
are innocent, as I muſt be allowd to 
ſay, I am fully perſwaded they are. 


find in a late Pamphlet ſome Expo- 
ſtularions in behalf of the preſent Mini- 
ſtry, which I cannot but join in with up- 
on this very Foundation, where the Au- 
thor, who he is I do not enquire, has 
theſe few, but moſt ſignificant Expreſ- 
ſions; The Miniſtry court your Im- 
peachments, and demand to be charg- 
* ed: They ſay, as the old Judge of 
* T1ſrael, God's Miniſter of State, at the 
End of the Theocraſy of the Tribes 
* Whoſe Ox or whoſe Aſs have I taten? : 


® and 


and no Man fands forth to accuſe 
V tbem. | i = _— ll 
I crave Leave to agree with this 
Propoſal with the greateſt Alacrity ima- 
ginable, and that from the ſame Mo- 
tive with that Author, ( vis.) of Juſtice 
to the Miniſtry ; for if they are inno- 
cent, to impeach them, and bring 
them to the Teſt, muſt have this happy 
Effect, (viz.) that being effeQually 
cleared, there would be no more room 
for the Complaints of the People, 
which, it cannot be very pleaſing to 
any innocent Perſon to lie under. No 
Man can fit down with a publick 
Scandal, and be eaſie, without deſiring 
to be delivered from it, eſpecially when 


he knows himſelf to be innocent. There- | 


fore I ſay alſo, Stand forth and accuſe © 
::. 


On the other Hand, not to impeach 


them, is tacitly to acknowledge that 


they are innocent, and indeed is to take 
away the Reaſon of Complaint; for 
we ought no more to complain, if we 
cannot make out a Charge. The Mi- |} 
niſtry therefore will, I hope, not ok 
-tnent-» 


jf the Daf 
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themſelves ee or be in the leaſt 
offended, if 1 ſhould fay, That if they 
are guilty of the many Things ele 
People: are apt to charge upon them; 
er of the Proteſtant Succeſ- 
and is occaſioned. by their 


ſion is real, 


; Maiſmanagement ; ; if they have taken 


ſuch Meaſures as are deſtructive of the 


publick Safety, and inconſiſtent with 
the Security of the Proteſtant Succeſ- 


ſſion; if they are ſecretly in Concert 
with the Pretender, and havs laid Mea- 


ſures to bring him in upon us by a 
French Power; if they haye betrayed 


their Truſt to the Enemies of their 
Country, and have reſolved to ſacrifice 


our Religion and Liberties to Popery 


and Slavery; if they have joined Mea- 
ſures with the Friends and Favourers of 
the Pretender, and to briag them in- 
to Act with them in ſome perſonal 
Caſcs, for dhe Support of their Intereſt 
and Places, 1 55 privately, entered into 
Compact with them, to break the pre- 
ſent e and the Settlement 
of the Proteſtant Succeſſion. If for 


this very Reaſon they have made the 


Peace, that the Intereſ of the llluſtrious 
Houſe J be . and at wth 


de- 


a ” | — KITES | | 
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6 
that they n 


d the falling o upor | 
Vanity or rien be what it 


will, 


will, ſobeit he took ſuch Courſe onl 
Jas the Law and Conſtitution directed, 


move any Body here to fall upon the Men 
that ſhould be guilty in the Manner as 
above. No Men can need the Perſwa- 
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chan 1 could eſteem them to be honeſt 
Men, who were guilty of the Facts. 


1 FS. 443 
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It would ſeem to be loſt Labour to 


ſion who have any Senſe of the Safety 
of their Country; is not our own Safe- 


ty, and the Safety of our Poſterity, 


concerned in the preſerving the Prote- 
ſtant Succeſſion > Can we. need Argu- 
ments to perſwade the People of Geh 
Britain to proſecute thoſe as National. 
Enemies, who act in the Intereſt of a 
Popiſh Pretender? It cannot be poſſible 
that any true Proteſtant, who owns the 
Revolution, has taken the Abjuration, 
and profeſſes to be a Lover of Engliſh 
or Britiſh Liberty, ſhould be backward _ 
to oppoſe any Perſon in ſuch things as 
theſe, or ſhould deſire ſuch” Perſon or 
Perſons ſhould eſcape the Juſtice of the 
Nation; and therefore if theſe things 
can be made appear upon any, in Mi- 
riſtry or out of Miniſtry, be they 
where or who they may, every we 
ne 


ECP: - 
0. Man will and muſt give them 1 vp, 
very. honeſt Man will join, heartily in 
dhe roſecution of ſuch, , bg, t r. 
peachment, lndictment, Addreſs, | 
8 other Method, either i in Par- 
| lament of out of een. the Jaw 
hall direct. 
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Faesliter are 95 15 an abjured 
Enemies of this Nation; their Idol the 
Pretender ſtands attainted by Parlia- 
ment, and is a dead Man in the Senſe 
of the Law of this Nation, whenever 
he ſets his Foot here. Whoever he is 
adheres to, abetts, or joins him in any 
Attempt, to place himſelf upon the Bre- 
_* xeſþ Throne; as well after the Qucen 5 
Deceaſe, as during Her Majeſty's Life, 
is a Hebel, a Traytor, and an lavader 
of his Country, aud ought not only 
to be pur to Death as a Traytor, but 
to be purſued by every true Britain 
with all bis Might, in order to be 
. be delivered up to Juſtice, 
and in Caſe of his refuſing to ſurrender 
himſelf to Juſtice, or in Caſe of his 
| Reſiltace may be kill'd and deſtroy d, 
as 2 Traytor and Rebel, in open Arms 
againſt the. Government, may be. ” 
- i 8 
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in As this is true fo far as it relates to 


Im- the open, plain Act of Invaſion andRe- 
- or bellion, ſo it is in its proportion true of 
Par- every ſecret Contriver, and of every 
aw | Perſon endeavouring to make Way for 


I ſuch an Attempt or Invaſion. 
red | If whoever ſhall directly affirm, by 
the Writing or Printing, that the Pretender 
ha- | has a Right to the Crown, is guilty 
ale of High Treaſon, and ſhall die as a 
ver |  Traytor, as is enacted by the Law 
is Anne, cap. Certainly he who by 
ay | ſecret, Concert with the Pretender, or 
with his Friends, Favourers, or Allies, 
1's engages to ſet him upon the Throne, 
e, whether he by Right ought to enjoy it 
er | or no, is much more guilty of Trea- 
y ſon, and deſerves to ſuffer as a Tray- 
It Ro -- l | 5 | | 
* 3 | T 

e And above all this, to have a Mini- 
1 ſter of State, who is entruſted with the 
r Adminiſtration of Affairs, the executive 
5 Power, and the Authority of the Prince, 
5 to haveany of theſe make ule of that Pow - 
) er and Authority, to prompt the Intereſt 


of the declared Enemy of their Country, 
. it 


— 
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3 
it is a Treaſon of a blacker Nature, a 
1 Crime of a deeper Die than meaner 
3 Baubjects can commit, and calls for tho 
wouarmeſt Reſentment, I mean, legal, 
that the People ſo injured can expreſs; 
ſuch Crimes cannot but create a Hor- 
ror in the Minds of the common 
People; and the Perſons guilty, muſt 
be the Averſion and Abomination of all 
that love the Queen and their Coun- 
try, or value their Religion and Liber- 
ties. The Aggravations of ſuch a 
Crime are ſingular alſo, reſpecting the 
Perſons guilty, whoſe Places ſummon 
them, as Patriots, to an extraordinary 
Care of, and Concern for the Good 
of their Country; for theſe to be guil- 

. ty of ſo flagrant a Crime, as that of 
EE betraying us to Popery, and Popiſſi 
Tyranny, as it is the worſt. kind of 

Ingratitude, ſo it calls for the higheſt Re- 
ſentment, and the ſevereſt legal Puniſh-_ 
ment: And can it be poſſible then, that 
there can want Patriots in this Nation, 
whoſe Zeal for the Publick would lead 
them to proſecute the greateſt Crimi- 
nal, who can be guilty of ſuch things 
as theſe, if the Fact can be proved? 


5 But 
- * 4 


13 But 1 muſt all this while be allowed 
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to expound this upon the Suppoſition 


only of a clear Proof of Fact; I am 
none of thoſe who are for condemning : 
the meaneſt Subject any more than 


the 
and Fhis v 
to claim Juſtice to our ſelves, and de- 
ny it to other People, and deprive Mi 


reateſt, upon ſuggeſted Crimes, 
uppoſititious Guilt. This would be 


niſters of State of the Privileges of 
Britiſh Subjects, while we complain of 
the Invaſion of thoſe Privileges for our 

ſelves. It is the Happineſs of the Bri- 
tiſb Nation, That their Privileges are 

Univerſal, and Juſtice is to be admi- 
niſtred with Equality, and without Fa- 


vour, or perſonal Reſpect, otherwiſe 


it would be no more Juſtice, but Op- 
preſſion and Partiality. e 


I cannot but expreſs my Hopes and 


Belief, that the preſent Miniſtry have 
acted with ſuch Care of their Duty 
and Repard to the Laws, as to deſerve 
none of the Cenſures which we find 
People fo willing to load them with 


if they are guilty, every honeſt Man 
muſt give them up; if not, no honeſt. 
be ONE oh Man 


nd 0 34 15 
Man will condema them. We are 
not try ing them here, we have no- 
thing to do with che Charge, it muſt 
and. ought to lie in the — — Courſe 
ol Juſtiee; and it were to be Liſta, 
that all Charges of this kind; were more 
ian they fre . left to the ordinary 
Coutſe of Jade Impeachment is bet · 
ter than Slander; every Man has a 
Right to bring à true Charge, and to 
ſu on Voliy of * Charge, by 
— Nation; 

aiſe Scan- 


poke of = —— 1— cannot 
otherwiſe N them. 


in clearing up the Right of every 
Britiſh Subject, to impeach and bring 


to Juſtice the greateſt Criminal, I do 


the preſent Miniſtry the greateſt Ser- 


vice that I am capable of doing, while 
them innocent and clear of 
all that Scandal and Reproach, which 


is now heaped. — ay L doubt not, 

upon them. I take away | 

or Encouragement ſor that hateful Me- 
thod of ſlandering Men without Proof, 


all Ground 


by 


by ſhewing how it is every Man's 
Duty, if he has Proof, td bring it 
forth, and briug the great Offender to 
uſtice; and if he has not, to ceaſe the 
Domplaint; and no more defame a 
Man unjoſtly, chan ſencence him un- 
juſtly. : 25 ry. „ A | ; 

I know it is too often alledged, that 
fome Men, by their Poſt of Power and 
Favour, have ſuch Influence on the 
Perſons before whom they ought to be 
brought as Delinquents, that it is not to 
be expected that Juſtice ſhould take 
Place againſt them. I know not bur 
this Complaint may have been too juſt 
in ſome Caſes, and I know Ireland is 
of late made an Example in the Opini- 
on of ſome, of this part; but I hope 
we have no Reaſon to fear that Extent 
of Power in the preſent Miniſtry over 
that honourable Body of Peers who are 
to be the proper Judges in Appeals of 
this Nature. But to anſwer this once 
for all, Demonſtrations of Fact have 
ſuch a convincing Energy with them, 
as no Body of fuch Judges could ever 
withſtand, nor could any Influence be 
ſuppoſed to preſerve the Majority a- 
88 Ru WS - gainſt 
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undeniable can never be Wadde 
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I can never Aw that E c 
3 57 made out, ſhall not meet with 


2 juſt Trial from ſuch a Body of Men, 
and from the ſupream Judicature of 
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Britain, and it would argue a Diffi- 
dence of the Proofs and Juſtice of the . 


Complainer, rather than 4 Partiality in 


the Houſe of Peers, for any Man to 
object, that he will not impeach, be- 


cauſe he doubts whether he ſhall have 
Juſtice at the Bar of hs. Houſe ef 


CN?” TOES | N 


1 hs Fat can "bit FRO out, and 
Juſtice capnot be obtained, the People 
of Great Britain will know then what 
Hands they are in, and know better 


What their own Circumſtances are, 


than now they can pretend to do. But - 
till that Misfortune befals us, that we 


cannot have Juſtice at the Bar of the 


Houſe of Lords, I fay, till that time 
comes, no Man can well anſwer it to 
the World, to caſt a Reproach of ſo 
black a Nature as this is upon a Mini- 


ſter of State, and this in ſo Great Fo 
a 


* 
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VV 
fo. Auguſt an Aſſembly as that of a. 

Br 105 Parliament, without endeavour- 

* jog bring the Perſon he charges to 

| Juſtice, or deſerving to be brought to 
Joltice TT CT 


It may be hard to determine how 
far any private Gentleman may be ob 
liged to impeach a corrupt Miniſtry, 
and thereby expoſe himſelf to be a Sa- 
crifice to the provoked Rage of a Man 
in Power, if he fails of the Succeſs. But it 
is not at all difficult to determine this, 
that for the Eaſe and Satisfaction of 
the Nation this ought either to be 
done, or the Complaint it ſelf not be 
—_—_ lg = 


For we are todo Juſtice to all, as well 
thoſe who-we oppoſe, as thoſe who we 
join with ; and if we cannot make out the 
Charge, we ought not to let it be a 
Charge; if we can make it out, we 
ought not to fail of doing it. And I 
mult be impartial in this, as I would 


not be guilty of the ſame Injuſtice 


which I condemn, (v3z.) that as if the 
Miniſtry are guilty, no true Britiß 
Repreſentative ought ro be afraid » 

| | 0 
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detecł and to impeach; them; fo if they 
Are not guilty, God forbid they ſhould 
be charg d at all. I am no more ac- 
_ quitting. the Miniſtry here, than I am 
condemning them; 'neither indeed am 
I either acquitring or condemning. 
It is a Charity due to all Men, to 
wiſh they may not be guilty of any | 
ching which deſerves Puniſhment, and \ 
I wiſh ſo here, and hope till, that all 
the Complaint, which has made ſuch 
a Ferment in the Nation, may prove 
groundleſs; and 1 muſt add, that if af- 
ter ſo much ſaid againſt them in this 
Affalr of the Pretender, of the Mini- 
ſtry having favoured the Pretender, of 
the Succeſſion of the Houſe of Hao - 
ver being in Danger from the Mini- 
ſtry, and of the Miniſtry being in a 
private Concert to bring him in; if, I“ 
ſay, after all theſe things, no Man ſhal! 
have fo much Zeal for his Country, 
if he · believes it all, as to impeach the 
Perſons, who he is ſo forward to fay are 
guilty, it will turn all in favour of the 
Mioiftry, it will be the greateſt Vin- 
dication of their Innocence that can 
poſſibly be of the kind, and inſtead of 
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raking fuck Men to be Patriots wind 
Defenders of their Country, and of 
the Succeſſion, People will be apt to 
ſay, they are ina Plot to eſtabliſh the 
Reputation of the Miniſtry, and to ren- 
der all the Complaints of this Nature 
that either are, or ſhall be brought a- 
gainſt abſurd and ridiculous. 
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